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Introduction and aims

Small pelagics dynamics are characterized by extreme variability owing to environmental factors, fishing and natural mortality (Freon et al., 2005). Anchovy (Engraulis
encrasicolus) in Gulf of Cadiz is affected by this variability owing to environmental drivers, that exert a bottom control, and fishing pressure that exerts a severe control
of the population from the top (Ruiz et al., 2007). Because of highly-fluctuating dynamics and lack of data, it is difficult to evaluate the stock status through models (ICES,
2016). To assess these evaluation difficulties, a model comparison framework based on the Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) approach has been developed and
tested in the Gulf of Cadiz anchovy stock to measure models capacity to support an ecosystem approach to fisheries management (EAFM).
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