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ABSTRACT: The Decision Support Framework (DSF) is a prag-
matic planning process for moving towards an Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries Management developed within the FP7 project Mare Frame
(‘Co-creating Ecosystem-based Fisheries Management Solutions"). Mare
Frame covers seven case studies, one of which is focused on the Black
Sea turbot. Turbot (Psetta maxima maeotica Pallas, 1814) is a highly
valuable commercial species for the Black Sea fisheries, which has been
subjected to severe decline in recent decades. The main reason for the
decline appears to be overfishing, in particular due to lllegal, Unreported,
and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, but the stock development has also been
adversely affected by environmental change (including eutrophication
and invasive species). Recent assessments of the turbot stock have
been based on different assumptions about stock structure, but reach
similar conclusions, namely that the stock is subjected to highly
unstainable fishing pressure and is in need of a recovery plan. The case
study is based on the assumption that the western stocl_< of turbot can pe
regarded separate stock, fished by Ukraine, Bulgaria and Romania
(Shiyakhov, 2014). The turbot casé study associates itself with the
ongoing General Fisheries Commission for The Mediterranean (GFCM)
initiative to develop a management plan common for the Black Sea
stocks. The operational objectives for the case study areé therefore obtai-
ned from this initiative, aiming to to counteract direct and indirect
overfishing in order to ensuré the sustainable economic viability of
fisheries. Stakeholders are cooperating with Mareframe resea}rchers t9
Propose a management plan. The process i.nclud_es the follc:jmng steps:
1) Identify management problem(S); 2) Identify objectives and In icators;
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